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The

Beast Manager

(rough outline for a comic book)

This outline for a brief comic book / graphic novel is broken out with a quick cell by cell description. Text in Italics describes the artwork in a cell, sometimes referring to a camera view or camera angel. Narration refers to boxed off narration as it might appear in a comic. Bold Arial text indicates the names of characters or groups when they are speaking. The text following the character names is “word bubble” text, unless otherwise specified as “thought bubble text”.

Cell 1

Setting the scene:

The camera angle is looking up at a mighty lion on a hill. The camera is say six or seven feet further down the hill looking up at his Mount Rushmoresque bust like features. This is one “Lion King” type impressive lion, straight out of central casting.

Narration: Nomura stands ready.

Cell2

Close up of human hands lighting a cigarette with a lighter.

Narration: The men come to destroy.

Cell 3.

A hand tossing a lighter.

Narration: As casually as the flick of a wrist.

Cell 4

A lit lighter on a grassy field, setting fire to it.

Narration: They burn the woods that are Nomura’s home.

Cell 5.

Picture of a great plane engulfed with smoke.. Animals fleeing..

Narration: Without thinking the men take the lives of Nomura’s friends.

Cell 6

Close up a lion’s eye.

Narration: Nomura spots a cub in danger.

Cell 7:

Nomura holding a cub by the scruff of its neck with his teeth. He is surrounded by flames.

Narration: Nomura realizes the killing must stop. There is one man… one man amongst all men whom he knows he can turn to….

Cell 8:

Picture of a man with gelled hair in a suit holding a latte with a stylish laptop bag over his shoulder.

Narration: THE BEAST MANAGER!!!!

Cell 9:

Several animals from the African veldt gathered together looking ahead.

Narration: Nomura has gathered the animals to meet their savior… The killing must stop. The time for action is at hand.

Cell 10:

The Beast Manager seated at a table with a laptop open in front of him, still wearing his suit. He is reaching to put his blue tooth wireless earpiece on.

Beast Manger: I hereby call this meeting of the Beasts of the Wilderness Grievances committee to order. The Chair recognizes Nomura of the Lions.

Cell 11.

Nomura seated in front of a microphone set up just in front of the crowd.

Nomura: “I have walked for four days from the forest to the south. The forest is no more! It was destroyed… destroyed by flame set by the men to make way for their bulldozers and concrete!”

Cell 12.

The animals gathered as in Cell 9, only with general sounds and murmurs of disapproval super imposed.

Cell13

Close up of an Elephant.

Elephant: “The Men have killed over 20 of my pride ripping the very tusks from the skulls of my brothers!”

Cell 14

Close up of a giraffe

Giraffe: “The men have slaughtered all the mothers in my pod, leaving cubs lost and defenseless with no where to turn! Something must be done!”

Cell 15

Nomura.

Nomura: “The men must be stopped!”

Cell 16

The Beast Manager at his desk, typing in his laptop.

Beast Manager Thought Bubble: “This Mocha Chi Latte isn’t as frothy as I normally like. Note to self… Need to find a more efficient way of transporting coffee in the jeep.”

Cell 17

Nomura

Nomura: “Oh Mighty Beast Manager! What must we do!!!”

Cell 18

The Beast Manager looking up from his laptop.

Beast Manager: “Friends! First of all let me commend you on your efforts in coming together to hold this meeting. This first step is by itself a tremendously impressive achievement and I think you all deserve a really big round of applause. Go ahead! Give yourselves a hand! You’ve earned it!”

Cell 19

Beast Manger looking over his shoulder.

Beast Manger: “And now second… can I…. Can I get a projector here for my laptop? I want to… I want to show you a presentation I’ve come up with…. IT? Is there anyone from IT here?”

Cell 20

Close up of a hippo

Hippo: “Beast Manager, forgive us… this is all we have.”

Cell 21.

Beast Manager pushing himself back from the table with his hands.

Beast Manager: “Typical. Just typical. You may think we’re having a tough time with the humans… but when you dig deeper it ALWAYS turns out that the REAL problems are with IT.”

Cell 22

Beast Manager Standing… Chest out pointing  heroically to the animals.

Beast Manager: “Ok, let’s begin! You want to do something to stop the humans am I right! You want to take Action!”

Cell 23

Same as Cells 9 and 12 this time making hearty noises of agreement.

Cell 24

Close up of the Beast Manager slamming his fist down into his open palm.

Beast Manager: “Friends! If you want to take ACTION… Well then what we need are ACTION ITEMS!!!”

Cell 25

Nomura, cocking his head to one side.

Nomura: “Action Items?”

Cell 26

The Beast Manager crouched heroically and pointing with gusto at the gathered animals.

Beast Manager: “Exactly! ACTION ITEMS! Friends haven’t you ever wondered what makes the humans so successful at knocking down forests and building up golf resorts in your homes? The key to their success is ORGANIZATION!!!”

Cell 27

The Hippo cocking his head.

Hippo: “Organization?”

Cell 28

The Beast Manager holding a highlighter and standing by a white board on a stand.

Beast Manager: “Exactly! Organization! Now… if we want to take action against the Humans let’s see if we can’t first come up with a list of really good ACTION ITEMS!!! Now… Nomura! What do you think we should do to the humans?”

Cell 29

Close up of Nomura snarling, revealing his fangs.

Nomura: “We should set upon them as they sleep in the dead of night. We should over power them when they are at their weakest. We should spill all their blood and show no merrrrrrcy!”

Cell 30

Beast Manager (wearing blue tooth headset) scribbling on whiteboard.

Beast Manager: “Great! That’s just GREAT Nomura! Really Terrific. Ok… Set upon them at night. Now! Who’s going to chair that committee?”

Cell 31

As cell 9 and 12 only with all the heads of the animals cocked to one side.

Animals in unison: “Committee?”

Cell 32

Beast Manager facing the animals.

Beast Manager: “Sure the committee … What TIME do the Humans go to sleep? Where are their guards? How many of them are there? We need a fact gathering committee to gather all this information and then report to….”

Cell 33

Beast Manager’s hand holding a high lighter drawing an arrow on the white board.

Beast Manager: “The Preliminary action committee which will in turn report to… The Executive action committee”

Cell 34

Nomura Snarling.

Nomura: “Our brothers and sisters are dying! Our land is being scorched! We must ACT!!! We have no time for committees”

Cell 35

Beast Manager snapping cap on his highlighter

Beast Manager: “Ooooh! I’m sorry… but you’re speaking out of turn. We’re still in the proposals portion of the meeting, not in the feedback area… but that’s ok… I’ll allow it, just this once for you Nomura, because I like you… Here’s the thing… can we all get together and remember this…?”

Cell 36

The Beast Manager holding his fingers parallel and pointing upwards.

Beast Manger: “A failure to plan is a plan for failure!… Repeat after me! A failure to plan…”

Cell 37

As 9 and 12, the Animal ‘Crowd Shot’…

Animals: “is a plan for failure… A failure to plan is a plan for failure… A failure to plan is a plan for failure.”

Cell 38

Picture of Nomura’s haunches as he walks off into a sun set.

Narration: It was at this point that Nomura realized the law of the jungle was no match for the law of diminishing returns.

